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Edwards Lifesciences CEO named American Heart Association Heart Ball Chair 
  

IRVINE – The American Heart Association (AHA) is pleased to announce that Michael A. Mussallem, 

chairman and chief executive officer of Irvine-based Edwards Lifesciences Corporation, has accepted the 

chairmanship for the 2011 Orange County Heart Ball to be held at the Balboa Bay Club in Newport Beach on 

May 14, 2011. 

Mussallem takes the helm as the Orange County Heart Ball marks its milestone 30th anniversary. This 

exclusive affair brings together local corporate, medical, social and political communities for an evening of 

dining, auctions and entertainment. Funds raised from the event benefit lifesaving research and local community 

education programs to fight heart disease and stroke, the No. 1 and No. 3 killers in the country. 

Mussallem is not new to the American Heart Association. Through The Edwards Lifesciences Fund, his 

organization has been a major supporter, donating nearly $400,000 to the AHA over the past five years.  

“Edwards Lifesciences and the American Heart Association share a common passion for helping people 

who suffer from cardiovascular disease,” Mussallem said. As the new Heart Ball chairman, Mussallem aims to 

bring attention to the nation’s leading killers and engage local leaders and members of the community in raising 

significant funds to help save lives from these devastating diseases. “Many people in Orange County don’t 

realize that cardiovascular disease is the largest health threat to our community and that they have the power to 

change this,” he said. “My goal is to make a difference for patients and their families.” 

Mussallem brings invaluable experience and volunteer service to his position as chairman of the Orange 

County Heart Ball. He offers his expertise as head of one of the global leaders in products and technologies to 

treat cardiovascular disease. He also volunteers in many facets of the Orange County community, serving on the 

boards and executive committees of the Advanced Medical Technology Association, California Healthcare 

Institute and as a trustee of the University of California, Irvine Foundation.  

“We are pleased that Mike has accepted the Heart Ball chairmanship,” said Kelly Grose, Executive 

Director, American Heart Association, Orange County Division. “His wealth of experience and influence as a 

business leader not only in Orange County, but also globally, will further elevate our mission of building 

healthier lives free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke.”. 

For additional information about the AHA and the Orange County Heart Ball, please contact Dawn 

Hoem at (949) 885-1544. 

### 

About the American Heart Association 

Founded in 1924, we’re the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary health organization dedicated to building healthier lives, free of heart disease and 

stroke.  To help prevent, treat and defeat these diseases — America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers — we fund cutting-edge research, conduct lifesaving 

public and professional educational programs, and advocate to protect public health.  To learn more or join us in helping all Americans live longer, 

healthier lives, call 1-800-AHA-USA1 or visit americanheart.org. 
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